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Bill, and the navy therefore was to be made the subject of debate.
Thus, while we followed up the Emperor's speech, the Admiralty was still in the first stages of its work. The seizure of German Imperial packet steamers by the English about the end of the year then introduced an element of national feeling into the pro-Boer enthusiasm of the German public, already regrettably high; this facilitated, however, the introduction of the supplementary Bill at the beginning of 1900, to which the Emperor was persistently and impetuously urging me. Moreover, thanks to the co-operation of the political economists, public opinion was much stronger in our favour than even we had hoped.
The supplementary Bill was welcomed by Russia, and Prince Hohenlohe reckoned also on France's silent approval. The opposite was to be expected from England, although the Emperor believed on his return from England at the end of November, 1899; that he brought with him the congratulations of the British Court and the English Ministers and Naval officials.
When working out the second Navy Bill, we hesitated for a long time whether or not to bring the idea of the English menace into the preamble. I should have preferred to leave England out of it altogether. But such an unusual demand as was presented here, namely, the doubling of our small naval force, made it scarcely possible to avoid hinting at least at the real reason for it. Our public could not be taught to observe silence with regard to England,